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Introduction  
Recreation plays an important role in the lives of the residents of the Village of 
Manchester. The most recent Parks and Recreation Plan was updated in 2006. It 
included both short and long-term goals, some of which were accomplished in 
the following years. Significant accomplishments realized since the last plan 
have included the new play structures at both Carr and Chi-Bro parks as well as 
the pond dam improvements currently underway at Chi-Bro Park. 
 
The purpose of the current Village of Manchester Parks and Recreation Plan is 
to guide park planning and development efforts of the Village over the next five-
year planning period, through 2017. The revised and updated Plan is intended 
to meet state standards for community Parks and Recreation Planning which is 
necessary to gain eligibility for grant programs.  
 

WHAT THIS PLAN CONTAINS  

This Plan follows the format suggested by the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR) in the Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, 
Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans (2009). The first chapter provides 
a description of the Village of Manchester including a summary on both the 
social and physical characteristics of the area as well as a discussion of current 
planning initiatives affecting Manchester. The Administrative Structure chapter 
includes a description of how parks services are administered in Manchester 
including budget and funding information. The next chapter, Recreation 
Inventory, describes the existing Village parks as well as those of the county and 
state located nearby. It includes an accessibility assessment and a description of 
previously grant-assisted park projects. The Public Participation and Needs 
Assessment portion of the Plan presents the input received from local officials, 
staff, and residents, which helped in formulating the Goals and Objectives and 
Action Program chapters. The Action Program chapter outlines an action plan 
with strategies for implementation. The final chapter, Supporting Documents, 
includes some of the detailed information gathered through the planning 
process as well as the official resolutions and notices documenting the plan's 
adoption by Village Council. 
 

PLANNING PROCESS  

The process used to generate the Plan consisted of three phases: background 
studies, evaluation, and plan development. Background studies involved 
gathering and updating data from existing documents, plans, and surveys. The 
information is organized under the first three chapters: community description, 
administrative structure, and recreation inventory. 
 
The second phase in the planning process included an evaluation and analysis of 
the gathered data as well as community input to determine recreation facilities 
and program needs.  

The purpose of the 
Village of Manchester 
Parks and Recreation 
Plan is to guide park 
planning and 
development efforts 
of the Village over the 
next five year, 
through 2017. 
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Finally, the last phase in the process involved plan development and adoption. 
Goals, objectives, and an action program were formulated based on the input 
gathered. The following diagram illustrates this process and the corresponding 
requirements of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.  
 

    MDNR Suggested Format 

Background 
Studies 

 Community Description 
Administration Structure 

Recreation Inventory 

 Description of the Planning Process 
Community Description 
Administrative Structure 

     Recreation Inventory 

      

     
 

Evaluation 
 

Recreation Needs 
 Needs Assessment and  

Public Participation 

     
 

Plan 
Development 

 
Master Plan 

 Goals and Objectives 
Action Program 

    Supporting Documents 

 

The Village of Manchester Parks and Recreation Plan was developed with input 
from members of the Parks Commission, Village officials, and the residents of 
Manchester. All meetings were open to the public and input was sought during 
all phases of the planning process. In particular, a public input meeting took 
place on March 1st, 2012. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING AREA  

The Village of Manchester is the jurisdiction of this Plan. It is located in the 
southwest corner of Washtenaw County, along the River Raisin. It is about 20 
miles from the cities of Ann Arbor, Chelsea, and Adrian (Lenawee County), and 
about 65 miles from Lansing, Detroit, and Toledo. The Village provides many 
central services for residents located in adjacent Sharon, Freedom, Bridgewater, 
and Manchester townships. 
 
Figure 1. Location Map 

Michigan 

 

Washtenaw County 
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Community Description 
The first three chapters of the Plan provide information on the social and 
physical characteristics of the community, the administration of parks and 
recreation services, and the existing park facilities to gain an understanding of 
the opportunities the community has to offer. 
 

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS  

Although the population of the Village of Manchester shows a slight decrease 
between 2000 and 2010, it has, generally, seen steady growth over the past 
thirty years, consistent with the rate of growth experienced by Washtenaw 
County as a whole. However, this increase has occurred at a slower rate than 
has occurred in Manchester Township. By 2010, the population of Manchester 
Township exceeded the population of the Village. Projections provided by the 
Southeast Michigan Council of Government (SEMCOG) indicate a similar pattern 
for future growth. Growth will occur at a slightly slower rate for the Village, 
while adjacent townships will continue to experience significant growth. 
 
Table 1. Historical Population: Village of Manchester and Environs   

 1980 1990 2000 2010 % Increase 
1980-2010 

Manchester Village 1,686 1,753 2,160 2,091 24% 

Manchester Twp. 1,540 1,540 1,942 2,478 61% 

Freedom Twp. 1,486 1,449 1,582 1,428 -4% 

Sharon Twp. 1,363 1,366 1,678 1,737 27% 

Bridgewater Twp. 1,371 1,304 1,646 1,674 22% 

County 264,740 282,937 322,770 344,711 30% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census Data 

 
Table 2. Population Projections: Village of Manchester and Environs  

 2010 2035 % Increase 
2010-2035 

Village of Manchester 2,091 2,927 40% 

Manchester Twp. 2,478 3,500 41% 

Freedom Twp. 1,428 2,226 56% 

Sharon Twp. 1,737 2,587 49% 

Bridgewater Twp. 1,674 2,501 49% 

County 344,711 380,170 10% 

Source: SEMCOG 
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In addition to examining the number of people in Manchester, it is important to 
understand the characteristics of the community. These qualities can suggest a 
need for certain types of recreational facilities or programs. The following 
present basic information about Village residents.  
 
Table 3. Age Characteristics, 2010-2035 

 2010 2035 

 # % # % 

Preschoolers, up to 5 years 117 6% 173 6% 

School aged, 5 – 17 years 370 18% 404 14% 

Young adults and families, 18 – 34 years 379 18% 671 23% 

Families, 35 – 64 years 907 43% 934 32% 

Seniors, 65 years and over 318 15% 745 25% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 and SEMCOG 

 

Children below the age of 18 make up about 24 percent of the total population 
in Manchester. The number of children in the Village is projected to increase by 
90 to represent a slight decrease from 24 to 20 percent in the proportion of 
children in Manchester in 2035. The fastest segment of the population will be 
seniors. Indeed, the number of people over 65 years of age is projected to 
increase by 427 to represent an increase in the proportion of seniors from 15 to 
25 percent. In addition, young families are projected to grow significantly from 
279 in 2010 to 671 in 2035, representing an increase in the proportion of this 
group from 18 to 23 percent of the population. 
 

About 29 percent of the Village households have children under 18 and 26 
percent of households have seniors 65 years or older. While the proportion of 
households with children is projected to decrease from 29 to 18 percent 
through 2035, the proportion of households with seniors will increase 
substantially from 26 to 46 percent.  
 
Table 4. Household Types, 2010-2035 

 2010 2035 

 # % # % 

Total Households 938 100% 1,352 100% 

     

Households with children  271 29% 250 18% 

Households with seniors 65 +  240 26% 625 46% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 and SEMCOG 

 
Residents of the Village of Manchester are predominantly white. Other races 
make up less than four percent of the population. The minority groups include 
African Americans, people of Asian descent, and people of other or mixed race 
origins.  
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HOUSING AND BUILDING TRENDS  

The number of housing units in Manchester has increased from 528 in 2000 to 
685 in 2010. While single family homes are predominant accounting for 63 
percent of the housing stock, 20 percent of housing units are composed of 
apartments, and 11 percent are manufactured housing units. The median house 
value for the Village in 2010 was $166,400, down from $178,388 in 2000. 
 
Table 5. Housing Type, 2000-2010 

 2000  2010  
Change  

2000-2010 

Single Family Detached 528 685 157 

Duplex 69 31 -38 

Townhouse / Attached Condo 51 44 -7 

Multi-Unit Apartment 175 216 41 

Mobile Home / Manufactured Housing 110 117 7 

Total 933 1,093 160 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, American Community Survey, and SEMCOG 

 
The slight increase in population, households, and housing units from 2000 and 
2010 for the Village of Manchester is consistent with the slow down in the 
economy experienced in southeast Michigan. As Table 6 shows, there has been 
very little activity in residential building permits issued since 2005 with no 
permits issued for 2010. 
 

Table 6. Residential Building Permits, 2000-2010 

 Single 
Family 

Two Family Attached 
Condo 

Multi Family Total Units 

2000 4 0 0 0 4 

2001 8 0 4 0 12 

2002 11 2 10 0 23 

2003 14 0 0 0 14 

2004 15 0 3 0 18 

2005 14 0 0 0 14 

2006 3 0 0 0 3 

2007 1 0 0 0 1 

2008 2 0 0 0 2 

2009 0 0 4 0 4 

2010 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 72 2 21 0 95 

Source: SEMCOG Data 
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LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS  

Land use patterns in existence today are largely the result of the early platting 
of Manchester. The oldest section of Manchester is centered on the River 
Raisin. The Village generally developed northeast and southwest of the river.  
 

  

Today, the predominant land use in Manchester is residential with single-family 
residential land uses encompassing over half of the Village’s land area at 58 
percent. Government and institutional uses, the second highest category, make 
up 13 percent of the Village. Industrial, commercial, and multi-family residential 
land uses amount to 9 percent, while transportation and utility corridors, and 
water comprise about 13 percent. Agricultural uses measure less than 2 
percent. Finally, park, recreation, and open space land uses amount to 5 percent 
of the Village area. 
 
Table 7. Village of Manchester 2008 Land Use Acreage 

 Acres Percent 

Agricultural 27 1.8% 

Single-Family Residential 834 57.8% 

Multi-Family Residential 4 0.3% 

Commercial  41 2.8% 

Industrial 85 5.9% 

Government/Institutional 192 13.3% 

Park, Recreation, and Open Space 69 4.8% 

Transportation, Communication, and Utility 122 8.4% 

Water  70 4.9% 

Total 1,444 100.0% 

Source: SEMCOG Data 

 
The Village is currently planning for future growth with the preparation of a 
regional Manchester Community Master Plan jointly with Manchester 
Township. The effort was started in 2003. The plan was last approved in a draft 
form in 2009 and is still going through the planning process of review and 
adoption. 



R a i s i n  R i v e r

M a n c h e s t e r  T o w n s h i pM a n c h e s t e r  T o w n s h i p

M a n c h e s t e r  T o w n s h i pM a n c h e s t e r  T o w n s h i p

Agricultural
Single-family residential
Multiple-family residential
Commercial
Governmental/Institutional
Industrial
Parks, Recreation, & Open Space

EXISTING LAND USE
Village of Manchester

Washtenaw County

Source: Washtenaw County Base Data &
Adapted SEMCOG 2008 Land Use Data

o
Carlisle/Wortman Associates, Inc.

Ann Arbor, Michigan

0 250 500 750 1,000
Feet

3-22-2012

Main

Ann Arbor

Dutch

Hibbard

M-52

Logan

Austin
City



R a i s i n  R i v e r

M a n c h e s t e r  T o w n s h i pM a n c h e s t e r  T o w n s h i p

M a n c h e s t e r  T o w n s h i pM a n c h e s t e r  T o w n s h i p

Woodlands

TOPOGRAPHY & 
WOODLANDS

Village of Manchester
Washtenaw County

Source: Washtenaw County Data
o
Carlisle/Wortman Associates, Inc.

Ann Arbor, Michigan

0 250 500 750 1,000
Feet

1-16-2012

Contour Lines

Main

Ann Arbor

Dutch

Hibbard

M-52

Logan

Austin
City



 

Village of Manchester  Parks and Recreation Plan – Draft December 2012 9 

NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES  

The natural and cultural features of the Village of Manchester have played a 
major role in influencing and attracting growth and development in the area. 
Like much of Michigan’s southern lower peninsula, the Village’s landscape was 
formed through glacial action. The glacier’s movement shaped the topography 
and created many different types of soils. Plant communities, in turn, developed 
in response to soil conditions. 
 

 
 

TOPO GRA PH Y  

The glacial geology of the area has resulted in a topography characterized as 
generally rolling terrain. The highest point is located in the extreme southwest 
corner of the Village at an elevation of 980 feet above sea level. Other high 
areas can be found in the northeast corner, at Ann Arbor Hill near M-52, and in 
the County’s Leonard Preserve in the northwest corner. The lowest point, at 850 
feet, is found on the bank of the Raisin at the eastern most limits of the Village. 
The river exhibits a 40-foot drop in elevation through the Village. 
 
SOI L S AND VE G ETA TI O N  

According to the U.S. Conservation Service, the soils found in the Village are part 
of the Fox-Boyer-Fox soil series and composed of sandy loam or loamy sand, a 
rich soil composed of clay, sand and some organic matter as well as gravel.  
 
Woodlands are found largely in preserved open spaces and in areas that have 
been unsuitable for development such as steep slopes and low lying areas. The 
Leonard Preserve, located in the northwest portion of the Village, is preserving 
and restoring the native plant communities of woodlands and prairie that made 
up the original landscape of the Manchester. 
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WAT ER  RE SOUR CE S  

Manchester is part of Washtenaw County’s highlands and part of the main 
ground water recharge area for the County. The most important water feature 
of the community is the River Raisin. It flows through residential areas and the 
Village center from the northwest to the southeast. It historically ran the 
turbine at the mill, where a dam is located. Floodplains identified within the 
Village are associated with the River. They are designated by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) with the 100-year floodplain generally 
recognized as unsuitable for development. Wetland areas are found in the 
south and north portions of the Village and along the River. The River Raisin 
provides scenic beauty, nesting and feeding areas for wildlife, and area for 
recreation activities.  
 

 
 
F IS H AND WI LD LI F E RE SOUR CE S  

The many open and undeveloped spaces in Manchester provide inviting habitats 
for a variety of wildlife. The woods and fields host a variety of animals such as 
rabbits, squirrels, opossums, raccoons, skunks, rodents, fox, deer, quail, 
pheasants, hawks, owls, and songbirds. The river areas also attract an 
assortment of wildlife, especially ducks, geese, and blue herons. There is a large 
fish population in the two impoundments of the River Raisin.  
 
The banks of the Raisin, just east of the Village provide the prime habitat of a 
snail, Pomatopsis Cincinnatiensis, which is important in the study of 
Schustomiasis. The soil from the riverbanks is used to raise these peculiar snails 
in medical laboratories all over the world. In addition, the river is home to a rare 
fish called the silver shiner. 
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HI ST ORIC RE SOUR CE S  

The Manchester Historical Society has been very active in the area to obtain 
historic site designations for a number of buildings in the Village. It restored the 
Schneider Blacksmith Shop and offers demonstrations of the blacksmith's art. 
The other historic sites include the former Library, the Emanuel United Church 
of Christ, St. Mary’s Catholic Church, and the Fountain House which are State 
Historic Sites with markers, and the Fountain House which is also listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
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PLANNING INITIATIVES  
The Village of Manchester is committed to managing future growth to enhance 
recreation opportunities and overall quality of life for all residents. A number of 
planning initiatives related to parks and recreation have taken place in the 
Village and the region that have relevance to the current plan. They include: 
 

 Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Master Plan  

 Regional and Local Non Motorized Efforts 

 Draft Manchester Area Master Plan 

 Village of Manchester DDA Improvement Plan 

 
WA SHT ENA W  COUN TY PARK S &  RECR EAT ION MAST ER PLAN  

The County’s 2010-2014 Parks and Recreation Master Plan has identified several 
goals, objectives, and actions that relate to parks and recreation. They are 
described below. 
 
Goal 5: Develop recreation facilities and programs that promote a healthy, 
active lifestyle for Washtenaw County residents of all abilities regardless of 
socio-economic status by: 
 

 Developing an interconnected network of paths, open space, recreation 
facilities, bikeways, pathways, and trails to assure each park is enhanced 
to its maximum public use potential. 

 Prioritizing opportunities creating links between publicly accessible 
natural areas and parks. 

 Assisting local communities to complete trail and other projects of 
county-wide significance. 

 Identifying and implementing supplemental forms of recreational 
experiences that focus on improving the health of the County residents. 

 
Actions related to County preserves which may affect the Leonard Preserve:  

 
 Consider recruiting stewards to 

help with preserve maintenance 
and interpretation of the 
Preserve. 

 Consider caring for the Preserve 
land in a way that increases its 
resilience, complexity, connecti-
vity, and diversity.  

 Collaborate with government 
agencies and environmental 
organizations to support efforts 
that enable natural commu-
nities of the Leonard Preserve 
to persist over time. 
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REG I ONA L AND LO CA L NON M OTOR I ZED EF FO RTS  

In the late 1990s, the seven-county region of southeast Michigan developed a 
Michigan Greenways Vision for the establishment of an interconnected system 
of greenways and trails. In 2006, this southeast Michigan vision was refined and 
updated to reflect the existing and desired greenway and trail connections in 
the region. This initiative was facilitated by the Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan. Counties worked together with local municipalities and 
community interest groups to develop a long-term vision for an interconnected 
system of greenways and trails. Figure 4 depicts the Regional Trails and 
Greenways Vision for the southwest corner of Washtenaw County and identifies 
the regional framework in which the Village of Manchester belongs.  
 
The vision for trails in the area includes planned roadway based non-motorized 
corridor along M-52 and Austin Road connecting north to Chelsea, east to 
Saline, and south to Clinton and Adrian. 
 
Figure 5. Regional Trail and Greenways Vision 

 
Source: Greenways Collaborative, 2006 
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Locally, the Village of Manchester has built a number of sidewalks and 
crosswalks. A Complete Streets ordinance is currently being formulated to 
encourage more people to walk and bike around the community. The Village of 
Manchester has also achieved a Bronze Level through the Promoting Active 
Communities Program assessment which recognized Manchester as a 
community that has taken important steps toward making it easy for people to 
be active.  
 
The walking map below was made possible through the Washtenaw County 
Healthy Communities Program with funds provided by the Michigan 
Department of Community Health. It depicts five walking loops around the 
Village. 
 
Figure 6. Village Walking Map 

 
 
A shared-use pathway has also been proposed (Proposal for a Village of 
Manchester Shared-Use Trail, R. Berg, 2011) along a 1 ½ mile abandoned 
railroad bed from the eastern Village limits to the Leonard Preserve. 
 
DRAFT MAN CH E ST ER AREA MA ST ER PLAN  

Although still in a draft form, the area-wide Master Plan includes several goals, 
objectives, and policies which relate to parks and recreation in Manchester. 
They include: 
 

 Encourage donations of land to a local unit of government or to public 
or private land trusts for open space, recreational, or agricultural use 
(Natural Features Goal 1). 
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 Develop an open space vision that connects open space and ecological 
systems throughout the Manchester area (Natural Features Goal 2). 

 Provide recreation programs and facilities to meet the future needs of 
all Manchester Community Joint Planning Commission (WCJPC) area 
residents, and to enhance community character and the Manchester 
experience (Community Facilities Goal 3) with the following objectives: 

 Provide recreation opportunities that include accessibility 
options for all; 

 Encourage cooperation with civic organizations, businesses, and 
governmental entities in providing recreational facilities and 
programs; 

 Coordinate park and open space development with the Village 
of Manchester Parks and Recreation Master Plan and the 
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Master Plan; 

 Use a green infrastructure approach to the development of 
parks and facilities; 

 Utilize natural features for recreation facilities sites wherever 
feasible and appropriate; 

 Design parks to be compatible with the environment;  

 Preserve distinctive park natural features;  

 Design parks to contribute to the MCJPC area aesthetic and 
historic quality; and  

 Utilize existing significant historic structures as part of 
recreation facilities. 

 

VI LL AG E O F MAN CH E ST ER DDA  IM PROV E ME NT S  

In conjunction with the reconstruction of M-52 by the Michigan Department of 
Transportation, Manchester’s downtown is in the process of a streetscape 
enhancement project 
between Duncan 
Street and Chi Bro Park 
on M-52, and on Main 
Street between M-52 
and Union Street. This 
enhancement project 
will include new 
decorative street 
lighting, brick pavers, 
sitting areas, benches, 
trees, sidewalks, curbs, 
and other amenities. 
This project should be 
completed by the fall 
of 2012. 
 

Figure 7. Main Street Improvements 
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Administrative Structure 
The Manchester Village Council is the governing elected body which has 
authority over all Village operations including parks and recreation.  
 

ADMINISTRATION  

The Parks Commission was established in accordance with Chapter 31 of the 
Manchester Code of Ordinances as enabled by Public Act 156 of 1917 
(Recreation and Playgrounds). The Commission has six members, each 
appointed for a 3-year term by Village Council, with one member being part of 
Council. The Commission meets monthly, oversees the management of Village 
parks through the approval of expenditures, contract awards, and park use and 
policies. The Parks Commission is also responsible for park improvement 
recommendations and the development of its five-year Parks and Recreation 
Plan outlining proposed enhancements to Manchester's parks system. 
 
Park maintenance functions are carried out through the Public Works 
Department. The Department includes a superintendent who supervises a work 
crew of four in water and wastewater treatment, street, and park maintenance 
and improvements.  
 

FUNDING AND BUDGET  

Park maintenance and improvements are supported by the Village Park and 
Recreation Fund and by user fees, grants, and donations. The Village general 
fund dedicates .6278 mill for parks, which generated over $39,000 in 2011. A 
summary of revenues and expenditures for 2011-12 is presented in Table 8.  

 

Table 8. 2011-12 Park and Recreation Fund  

Revenues   

Tax Collection $39,750 

Reservation Fees & Interest $350 

Fund Balance Usage $36,725 

Total Operating Revenues $76,825 

Expenses-  

Wages & Benefits $25,225 

Operating Supplies $5,500 

Contracted Services $15,400 

Utilities $2,325 

Equipment $10,800 

Other $4,075 

Capital Outlay $13,500 

Total Expenses $76,825 
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VOLUNTEERS AND PARTNERSHIPS  

The Village of Manchester recognizes the importance of developing successful 
long-term relationships in the community. Current partnerships include: 
government agencies (Townships, County, and State), public schools, 
volunteers, service clubs, community groups, and private businesses.  
 
The Manchester School District athletic fields, game courts, and indoor facilities 
including the gymnasiums and classrooms are used for programming by the 
schools' recreation programs. Volunteer parent organizations run some of the 
youth sports. They include the Manchester Little League, Manchester Soccer 
Association, and the Manchester Area Youth Soccer (MAYS) club. These 
organizations use the facilities offered by the Village and the schools. 
 
The Manchester Wellness Coalition is a group of community members 
interested in developing and guiding a coordinated Manchester-area approach 
to healthy living practices. Their efforts focus on community programs, 
activities, and facilities. The Gateway Communities Initiative brings leaders from 
the communities bordering the Waterloo Recreation Area and other public 
lands including Manchester, Dexter, Pinckney, Stockbridge, and eastern Jackson 
County to promote a greater awareness and appreciation for these areas as a 
source for tourism, economic development, and community pride. 
 
Private businesses contribute to community, recreation, and special event 
programs through sponsorships and donations. Service clubs and community 
groups also play an active role in supporting parks and recreation in 
Manchester. Current civic and service groups, as well as other initiatives include: 
 
Civic Organizations:  Community Resource Center 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 
Manchester Area Historical Society 
Manchester District Library 
Senior Citizens Council 
Manchester Civic Club 

Service Groups and other Initiatives: 
 Kiwanis Club 

Lions Club 
Boy/Girl Scouts 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce 
Manchester Little League 
Manchester Soccer Association 
Manchester Area Youth Soccer 
Manchester Men's Club 
Five Healthy Towns 
Manchester Wellness Coalition 
Gateway Communities Initiative 
Manchester Area Friends 
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Recreation Resource Inventory 
The residents of the Village of Manchester are able to take advantage of a 
variety of recreational resources at the regional, county, and local levels. This 
chapter describes these resources.  
 

VILLAGE PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES  

The Village owns and operates four community parks: Carr, Chi-Bro, Kirk, and 
Wurster parks.  
 
Carr Park, located on the west side of town, contains 20.8 acres of land. It is a 
popular play and picnic spot and includes paved parking, bicycle rack, a ball field 
with backstop and bleachers, two sand volleyball courts, two portable 
restrooms, a couple of drinking fountains, four picnic pavilions, benches, grills, a 
new barn scape play structure, playground equipment (two swing sets and one 
jungle gym), and a pond and marsh area. Carr Park is the site for the Fourth of 
July community picnic, games, fireworks, and the Medieval Festival. The 
baseball diamond is used by the Manchester Little League.  
 

 
 
Chi-Bro Park, located on the north side of the Village, contains 9.3 acres of land 
with a 3.5-acre spring-fed pond with one small dam. The park includes paved 
parking, two outdoor ice rinks, two sand volleyball courts, horseshoe pits, a 
portable restroom, a drinking fountain, a picnic pavilion, grills, benches, a new 
play structure, playground equipment (swing set), flag pole and light, split rail 
fence, and trails. In summer, the ice rinks are used for roller hockey. A 
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designated trail extends through the park into adjacent school property. It is 
used by the High School cross-country team. The park is adjacent to an 
abandoned railroad which crosses the Village from a point 500 feet east of 
Hibbard Street to the western Village limit for a distance of 1 ½ mile. 
 

 
 
Kirk Park, in the south central portion of the Village includes 3.75 acres with two 
parking areas, two fenced baseball diamonds with four dugouts and bleachers, a 
basketball court, two tennis courts, a picnic pavilion, playground equipment 
(one jungle gym and two swing sets). The Manchester Little League Program 
uses the baseball fields. 
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Wurster Park is located in the center of the Village on Main Street and contains 
1.5 acres of land. It includes a 19th century-style gazebo, a war memorial stone, 
flagpole, and landscaping. It is the site for weekly concert series in the summer 
and is used for special events such as craft demonstrations, games, speeches, 
and weddings. 
 

 
 
The Village also owns other properties throughout the community which include 
the 1 ½ mile of abandoned railroad bed with some properties along the River, 
and the Village office and Wastewater Treatment Facility properties. These 
properties present opportunities to extend a river walk system. 
 
In addition to the Village parks and recreation facilities, Washtenaw County 
owns and operates the Leonard Preserve on the northwest corner of the Village. 
It encompasses 259 acres of land with one mile of the River Raisin. The Nature 
Conservancy purchased the historic Farm House which made it possible for 
Washtenaw County to purchase the remaining land. A small parking area at the 
end of Union Street provides access to nature trails. 
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SCHOOL FACILITIES  

The Manchester Community School District owns and operates a High School, 
Middle School, an elementary school, and an administration building in the 
Village. The School District also owns an 8-acre property in the central portion of 
the Village which is used for the annual Chicken Broil and Manchester 
Community Fair. The school properties provide recreation facilities for Village 
residents and include athletic fields, playgrounds, open space, and indoor 
facilities for both students and Village residents.  
 
The High School Athletic Complex, on the north side of the Village, contains 
about 55 acres of land with outdoor athletic fields, a gymnasium, and a 
greenhouse. The athletic complex features a lighted fenced football field with 
electric scoreboard, flagpole, concession stand, restroom, grandstand, press 
box, bleachers, and track. It also includes two soccer practice fields, a baseball 
diamond and a softball field with enclosed dugouts, as well as four practice ball 
fields. The gymnasium offers gym space and an indoor walking/running track. 
The High School varsity and junior varsity sports teams use these facilities, and 
the six-lane asphalt track is open to the public for walking, jogging, and running. 
 
The Middle School property, located on the northeast side of the Village, 
contains 30 acres of land with a softball field with backstop, practice football 
field, soccer fields, and a physical fitness center. 
 
Klager Elementary School is part of the High School Athletic Complex and 
provides an asphalt play area with a painted map of the United States, four 
squares and other games, a play structure, playground equipment, and a 
sledding area. 
 
The Administration Building, formerly Ackerson School, includes 5 acres of land 
in the central portion of the Village. The property includes two basketball 
backboards, hoops and nets, and a play area for preschool children. 
 
The Alumni Memorial Field located north of the Administration Building, 
encompasses 8 acres of land and offers softball field, backstops and fencing, a 
football field, a picnic pavilion, and various small buildings. It is the site of the 
Chicken Broil and the Manchester Community Fair. The Manchester Soccer 
Association uses the fields for games and its annual summer soccer camp. 
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RECREATION PROGRAMS  

The Village parks and school properties provide the space for many recreation 
programs offered to both Village residents and residents of the adjacent 
townships. The following programs and community events are organized and 
sponsored by civic groups, sports organizations, and others. 
 
Manchester Little League 
This program organizes spring and summer baseball and softball for area youth. 
It is run by a volunteer Board of Directors who organizes Pee Wee T-ball, T-ball, 
Little League, Pony League, and softball leagues. Baseball diamonds at Kirk and 
Carr Parks as well as the schools’ ball fields are utilized for this program. 
Participant fees, business sponsorships, and advertising revenue fund the 
program. 
 
Manchester Soccer Association 
The Manchester Soccer Association is run by a volunteer Board of Directors, and 
offers instructional and competitive soccer at age appropriate levels. It is funded 
by participant fees. 
 
Manchester Area Chamber of Commerce 
The Chamber of Commerce sponsors the annual Oktoberfest, which includes 
merchant sales, family and children’s activities, and musical performances. The 
Chamber also sponsors Christmas in the Village, when Santa Claus rides into 
town in a horse-drawn wagon, a summer golf outing, the Manchester 
Community Business Expo, a summer Farmers Market featuring local merchants 
and growers, and a Teacher/Staff Appreciation Breakfast at the beginning of the 
school year and a Halloween Caramel Apple Tradition in cooperation with the 
Manchester Civic Club, the Manchester Lions Club, and the Manchester Kiwanis, 
as well as Worth Repeating, Dr. Monty and Joann Okey. 
 

Manchester Area Friends 
Manchester Area Friends is a 
volunteer group of citizens 
whose goal is to sponsor local 
events and raise money to 
directly support activities, clubs, 
and causes in the Manchester 
community. Since 2008 this 
group has sponsored “Run 
Manchester” which features a 
10k, 5k, and 1mile run/walk 
event. They also sponsors six 
fish fry dinners during the 
Lenten season and donate the 
proceeds back into the 
community. 
Other Organized Programs: 
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Senior Citizens Programs: The Senior Citizens Council, guided by an elected 
Board, sponsors twice-weekly meals (and home delivery for shut-ins), a physical 
fitness program, card parties, speakers, and a transportation program, which 
includes visits to doctors, dentists, shopping areas, as well as special day trips 
and overnight excursions. The Senior Citizens program operates from the 
community center located in the Village Hall. 
 
Scouting: The Boy Scout program has Tiger Cub packs, Cub Scouts, Webelos, and 
a Boy Scout Troop. The Girl Scout program includes Daisy Scout, Brownie Scout, 
and Junior Girl Scout troops. 
 
Manchester District Library: In addition to circulation of books, magazines, 
audio books, and movies, the Library offers a variety of programs including 
study groups, special speakers, a summer reading program and story hours for 
children. It also provides computers as well as wireless internet access to the 
public.  
 
Manchester Area Historical Society: The Society’s monthly meetings are open 
to the public and feature speakers and demonstrations. In addition, the 
Historical Society has restored the Schneider Blacksmith Shop, and periodically 
offers demonstrations of the blacksmith's art.  
 

 
 
League Sports: Golf, volleyball, and bowling leagues draw from Village and 
township residents. These are all privately organized, with volunteers drawing 
upon previous participants and sometimes soliciting new participation through 
notices in the local weekly newspaper. 
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REGIONAL PARKS  
In addition to the local parks and recreation facilities, there are over 37,000 
acres of parkland owned by Washtenaw, Jackson, and Lenawee counties and 
the State of Michigan within an hour drive of Manchester. These regional 
recreational facilities are large facilities that provide opportunities such as 
camping, swimming, boating, hiking, and golfing which are typically beyond the 
ability of a local municipality to provide. They are often associated with natural 
features such as lakes, rivers, wooded areas, or fragile ecosystems. 
 
Washtenaw County owns two additional preserves nearby in the region. They 
include the Brauer Preserve, a 226-acre property in the northeast corner of 
Freedom Township and the Ervin-Stucki Preserve, a 126-acre property in 
Bridgewater Township. The latter preserve includes trails and boardwalks along 
the River Raisin with access from both Clinton and Austin roads.  
 
In addition, the MDNR is currently waiting legislature approval to receive funds 
for the acquisition of a 2,000-acre property in southern Jackson and Washtenaw 
counties. This property would become the River Raisin Recreation Area planned 
to be developed for hunting, fishing, and outdoor recreation. 
 
The map below locates some of the major regional parks and recreation 
facilities within the area and Table 9 lists the recreational activities they offer.  
 
Figure 9. Regional Parks and Recreation Facilities 

  

Source: Michigan Department of Transportation, University Region Road and Trail Bicycling Guide 
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Table 9. Regional Recreation Resources 

M
is

c.
 Event Facility        

 

         

Dog Park       

 

           

Horse Stable                  

C
am

p
in

g
 Rustic Campsite      

 

  

 

          

Modern Campsite        

 

          

Cabin Rental        

 

          

Group Camping        

 

          

  State and Recreation Areas County Parks 

         Washtenaw Jackson Lenawee 

  

C
am

b
ri

d
g

e 
Ju

n
ct

. S
ta

te
 H

is
t.

 P
ar

k 
– 

80
 A

c.
 

C
h

el
se

a 
G

am
e 

A
re

a 
– 

65
4 

A
c.

 

H
ay

es
 S

ta
te

 P
ar

k 
– 

65
4 

A
c.

 

O
n

st
ed

 S
ta

te
 W

ild
lif

e 
A

re
a 

– 
65

0 
A

c.
 

P
in

ck
n

ey
 R

ec
re

at
io

n
 A

re
a 

 -
 1

1,
00

0 
A

c.
 

S
h

ar
o

n
vi

lle
 G

am
e 

A
re

a 
– 

3,
01

5 
A

c.
 

W
at

er
lo

o
 R

ec
re

at
io

n
 A

re
a 

– 
20

,5
00

 A
c.

 

C
av

an
au

g
h

 L
ak

e 
P

ar
k 

– 
3 

A
c.

 

P
ie

rc
e 

L
ak

e 
G

o
lf

 C
o

u
rs

e 
– 

23
2 

A
c.

 

S
h

ar
o

n
 M

ill
s 

– 
26

 A
c.

 

C
le

ar
 L

ak
e 

P
ar

k 
– 

5 
A

c.
 

G
ill

et
t’

s 
L

ak
e 

P
ar

k 
– 

8 
A

c.
 

G
ra

ss
 L

ak
e 

P
ar

k 
– 

9 
A

c.
 

L
it

tl
e 

W
o

lf
 L

ak
e 

– 
17

 A
c.

 

V
an

d
er

co
o

k 
L

ak
e 

P
ar

k 
– 

17
 A

c.
 

B
ic

en
te

n
n

ia
l C

o
u

n
ty

 P
ar

k 
– 

78
 A

c.
 

Ir
o

n
 L

ak
e 

P
ar

k 
– 

1 
A

c.
 

P
as

si
ve

 A
ct

iv
it

ie
s 

an
d

 T
ra

ils
 Picnicking      

 

  

 

          

Playground      

 

  

 

 



        

Paved Trail      

 

            

Nature Trail      

 

 

 



           

Mountain Biking      

 

  

 

          

Equestrian Trail      

 

  

 

          

Cross-country Ski      

 

  

 

         

Snowmobiling        

 

          

W
at

er
 A

ct
iv

it
ie

s 

Swimming Beach      

 

  

 

          

Boat Launch      

 

  

 

  

 

        

Boat Rental                 

Canoeing           

 

       

Fishing         



  



      

Boardwalk/Deck      

 

  

 

  



       

In
te

r-

p
re

ti
ve

 

Nature/Visitor Center        

 

          

Nature Area      

 

  

 

  



       

W
in

te
r 

&
 

S
ea

so
n

al
 

A
ct

iv
it

ie
s Ice Fishing                 

Ice Skating        

 

          

Hunting      

 

 

 

 

 

          

C
o

u
rt

 &
 

T
u

rf
 G

am
es

 Ball/ Play Field      

 

           

Soccer                  

Court Games                 

Golf Course          



       



 

28 Village of Manchester  Parks and Recreation Plan – Draft December 2012 

ACCESSIBILITY ASSESSMENT & GRANT-ASSISTED PROJECTS 
A critical component in planning for recreation facilities is providing barrier-free 
access to accommodate the needs of all people, including disabled individuals. 
The ranking system suggested by the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources Guidelines (2009) to determine accessibility was used to evaluate the 
Village parks. The ranking system, described below, ranges from 1 to 5: 
 

1. None of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

2. Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

3. Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

4. The entire park meets accessibility guidelines 

5. The entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of 
universal design 

 
Each of the parks was 
evaluated using the MDNR 
ranking system noted. The 
specific elements that were 
evaluated include parking, 
paths of travel from parking to 
activity areas, activity areas 
themselves, support facilities 
such as restrooms and 
surfacing. Table 10 presents 
the results of this evaluation. 
 

Current and future park projects are designed to comply with or exceed 
accessibility guidelines and standards of the American with Disabilities Act 
(ADA).  
 
Since 1977, the Village of 
Manchester has been 
awarded two MDNR grants. 
Grant funding from the 
Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund and the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund has 
been instrumental in 
developing recreation 
facilities on park properties. 
Table 11 presents a 
description of all MDNR grants 
received including the current 
use and condition of the 
grant-assisted park facilities. 
 

Table 10. Accessibility Assessment 

Park Rank Description 

Carr Park 2 
Need for accessible routes from parking lots 
to picnic shelters and playground 

Chi-Bro Park 3  

Kirk Park 2 
Need for accessible routes from parking lots 
to activity areas 

Wurster Park 3  

 

Table 11. MDNR Grant Assisted Projects 

Grant 
Number 

Description 
Grant 

Amount 
Current Use/condition 

1977 
MNRTF 
26-00980 

Chi-Bro Park Land 
Acquisition 

$17,441 
Well used park in good 
condition 

1989 
BF89-081 
 

Kirk Park 
Development: 
2 tennis courts, one 
basketball court, and 
paved parking lot 

$40,500 

The tennis court and 
basketball court have 
exceeded their life 
expectancy and, although 
well used, the park needs 
to be renovated 

BF: Recreation Bond Fund 
MNRTF: Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
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Public Participation & Needs Assessment 
An essential task in the recreation planning process is to determine the needs of 
the community as a basis for an action plan. This can be accomplished simply by 
asking people what they desire. A community can also compare itself to 
established recreational standards based on the size of the community.  
 

PARK ACREAGE COMPARISON  

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) recommends a minimum 
amount of park land and park facilities to adequately serve a given population 
size. The purpose of the NRPA guidelines is to provide minimum park land and 
facility development standards that are applicable nationwide for recreation 
planning purposes. While the NRPA standards are a helpful guide in determining 
minimum needed park acreage and facility, it should not be interpreted to be 
the only measure of whether the Village’s needs are being met. A parks and 
recreation system should be tailored to meet the needs of the community.  
 
According to the NRPA, parks are categorized as mini-parks, neighborhood 
parks, community parks, and regional parks. The mini, neighborhood, and 
community parks are the close-to-home parks, designed to satisfy the 
recreational needs of local communities. All the Village parks are considered 
close-to-home parks. According to NRPA standards, the suggested amount of 
close-to-home parkland is 6.25 to 10.5 acres for every 1,000 residents. 
 
Regional parks serve a broader area (about one hour drive or 40-mile radius) 
and focus on meeting the recreation needs of the region as well as preserving 
unique areas. For the Village of Manchester, regional parks include the state 
and county-owned parks and recreation areas described in the preceding 
chapter. The NRPA also recognizes other types of parks such as school 
properties which can contribute to the local parks and recreation system.  
 
Table 12 presents a comparison of the NRPA suggested park land acreage 
standards based on the Village population of 2,091 and the combined Village 
and township population of 9,408 in 2010. According to this, the Village meets 
and exceeds the suggested amount of "close to home" park land for its 
population. However, the Village parks fall short of meeting the needs of the 
area’s population. School properties and regional parks alleviate this shortage.  
 
Table 12. Comparison to Suggested Park Land Acreage Standards 

Type of Park 

NRPA Standard 
Acres/1,000 
Population 

Acreage per 
NRPA Standard 

Village 

Acreage per NRPA 
Standard 

Village+Townships 
Existing 
Village 

Close to Home 6.25 to 10.5 Ac. 13 – 22 Ac. 59 – 99 Ac. 35.35 Ac. 

Public Schools - - - 148 Ac. 

Regional Parks 15 to 20 Ac. 31 – 42 Ac. 142 – 189 Ac. 37,000 Ac. 
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NATIONAL AND STATE RECREATION TRENDS  

Recreation trends on a national level and in Michigan provide insight into 
activities that show the greatest growth in popularity and may affect the future 
direction of parks and recreation. The National Sporting Goods Association 
(NSGA) regularly conducts national surveys to measure participation in physical 
activities and track changes from previous years. Table 13 lists the top seven 
outdoor activities persons seven years and older participated in at least once in 
2010. 
 
Table 13. National Sports Participation, 2010 

Activity Participation 

Exercise walking 95.8 million 

Swimming 51.9 million 

Camping 44.7 million 

Bicycle riding 39.8 million 

Hiking 37.7 million 

Fishing 33.8 million 

Source: National Sporting Goods Association 

 
The top growing outdoor activities between 1999 and 2009 were: 
 

 Exercise walking (86.3 to 95.8 million) 

 Running/jogging (22.8 to 35.5 million) 

 Hiking (24.3 to 37.7 million) 

 

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) and the American 
Academy for Park and Recreation Administration have published a list of future 
trends compiled from different sources that will influence the direction of parks 
and recreation planning and programming. These trends include: 
 

 An increase in environmentally sensitive lifestyles, natural areas 
management, and water quality protection. 

 An increase in concerns for personal and family security, in the 
importance for wellness activities, and a desire to preserve and 
maintain cultural heritage. 

 An increase in public costs, in the provision of leisure services through 
the public and private partnerships, a greater recognition of the 
economic value of parks, open space, and green infrastructure. 

 An increase of senior citizens, fewer traditional family households, 
greater number of smaller households, and an increase in cultural 
diversity and mobility of residents. 
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These trends are consistent with trends observed in Michigan. According to a 
survey of Michigan residents conducted as part of the 2008-2012 Michigan 
Comprehensive Outdoor Parks and Recreation Plan, more than half the 
respondents participated in one or more of the following: walking/relaxing 
outdoors, driving for pleasure, swimming in a lake, river, or pond, sightseeing, 
picnicking, bicycling on a road or sidewalk, and fishing.  
 
Monitoring parks and recreation trends is important in determining how parks 
and recreation services should evolve. The implication of the trends noted 
above along with the demographic and physical characteristics of the Village of 
Manchester can be summarized as follows: 
 

 Recreation facilities and programs should respond to the expected 
increase of seniors. 

 There is a need for pathways to accommodate bicycle and pedestrian 
pathways for recreation contributing to healthy and walkable 
communities. Manchester has been forward-thinking and is making 
great progress in providing sidewalks for community residents. 

 The River Raisin is the greatest natural resource of the Village of 
Manchester. It will be important to balance the need to maintain the 
sensitive ecological functions of the River Raisin while encouraging its 
use for recreation.  
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

The residents of Manchester take an active role in planning for their community 
parks. The Village Parks Commission strives to be responsive to residents needs 
and desires for parks and recreation. In addition to being welcomed to attend 
the many Parks Commission meetings that took place during the development 
of this plan, residents were given three specific opportunities to have input into 
this plan. Residents were invited to attend a public input meeting early in the 
plan’s development. Once the draft plan was completed, it was made available 
for public review. Finally, the Village Council gave the public a final opportunity 
for comments at a public hearing held before the plan’s adoption. 
 
PUBL IC INPU T ME ET IN G  

The public input meeting held on March 1, 2012 was advertised in the local 
paper, flyers were posted at numerous locations in the Village including the 
Village website, and invitations were mailed to all Village and adjacent 
community public officials, as well as service groups and school organizations.  
 
The event was attended by approximately 40 participants. Following an 
introductory presentation, which included a description of the master planning 
process and the information gathered to date, attendees were asked to provide 
input and suggestions related to park improvement and development. The ideas 
received are included in the Supporting Documents chapter of this report (page 
51). In summary, the main ideas received include: 
 

 Improvement of Kirk Park including parking lot expansion and 
resurfacing, ball field fence repair and lighting installation, and moving 
the tennis courts to Chi Bro Park; 

 Development of the Village riverfront properties with river boardwalk 
and access, and a fishing pier; 

 Establishment of boardwalks and pathways along the River, connecting 
all parks, and around Chi Bro Park pond; and 

 Improvement of the abandoned railroad corridor with a shared-use 
pathway. 
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PUBL IC REV I EW AND PUBLI C HEAR IN G  

Once a draft Parks and Recreation Plan was completed, it was made available 
for a 30-day public review. The availability of the draft plan for public review 
was advertised in the local paper (page 82) and copies were placed at various 
locations in the Village including Village Hall, the Library, the Coffee Mill Café, 
and the Village website.  
 
The Parks Commission received 22 letters. The majority of the letters were from 
adjacent Township residents and not from Village residents. These letters 
focused on the desire to incorporate a proposed pedestrian bridge over Mill 
Pond in the Master Plan. This bridge would connect the proposed shared-use 
pathway along the abandoned railroad corridor. Other comments mentioned a 
need for minor additions and clarifications to be made.  
 
After the Parks Commission considered all the comments received, minor 
changes were made to the document and the plan was recommended for 
Council’s adoption. The pedestrian bridge across Mill Pond was not included in 
the current plan as it does not reflect a high priority for the Parks Commission 
and Village residents. The Parks Commission prefers to direct its efforts and 
financial resources to the development of the Mill Pond area with the 
development of a boardwalk in conjunction with the newly acquired property as 
well as the maintenance and upgrade of its existing parks.  
 
Both the Parks Commission and Village Council spoke of a need for a future 
regional approach to the community’s parks and recreation services. A larger, 
area-wide project, such as a pedestrian bridge over Mill pond, could perhaps be 
best accomplished through the establishment of a recreation authority 
(Recreation Authority Act, P.A. 321 of 2000) which would allow two or more 
municipalities to fund the construction, operation, and maintenance of a 
specific project. 
 
The public input into the plan culminated in an advertised public hearing held 
on January 21, 2013 (pages 81 and 83). After the hearing, the Village Council 
adopted the plan by resolution (page __). 
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SUMMARY OF PARKS AND RECREATION ISSUES  

The following issues and themes summarize all the information gathered. It 
reflects public input as well as the input received from Village officials and staff. 
It considers demographics, forecasted development, the Village recreation 
resources, and national and state recreation trends. The issues and needs can 
be summarized under by the following five central themes. 
 

 Park maintenance and improvement 

 River Raisin recreation  

 Village-wide bike/walk way 

 Cooperation and support 

 Administration 

 

PARK MA INT EN ANC E A ND IM PROV E ME NT  

There is a need to ensure that existing park facilities are safe, functional, and 
well-maintained. This includes the continued replacement and upgrade of aging 
park equipment and furnishings, ensuring safety surfaces under playground 
equipment meet regulated depth and fall zones, removing barriers to universal 
access, maintaining and refurbishing parking, walkway, and court game 
pavement surfaces, athletic field care, and general park upkeep and 
stewardship.  
 
In addition, there is a need to continue developing new park facilities that 
respond to the needs of Manchester residents. This includes the renovation of 
Kirk Park, the continued development of Chi Bro, Carr, and Wurster parks, and 
improvement to Village properties.  
 
R IV ER RA I SIN RECR EAT ION  

One of the strong themes in the provision of parks for Manchester is the 
establishment of a River Raisin greenway for parks, open space, and recreation. 
The idea of recognizing the River Raisin as the focal point for Manchester’s open 
space system is not new. It had been an objective of the 2006 Parks and 
Recreation Plan and it is an objective of the current Village Master Plan (2003).  
 
The idea is to provide a continuous system of pathways, boardwalks, and open 
spaces along the River for picnicking, fishing, and nature viewing which would 
connect Chi Bro Park to Main Street, and south to Furnace Street. This River 
Raisin greenway would serve both recreational and ecological functions. 
 
VI LL AG E-WID E B IK E/WALK WA Y  

The continued establishment of walkways and bikeways both within parks and 
throughout the Village to form an interconnected, non-motorized system linking 
parks, community facilities, schools, and neighborhoods, is identified as a 
continued priority for the community. Coordination with Village Council and 
Planning Commission will be necessary to complete the Village-wide system.  
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Important routes and segments identified for future development include the 
riverfront, the abandoned railroad corridor, and segments around the Chi Bro 
Park pond and Carr Park. Consideration should also be placed on the 
implementation of complete streets infrastructure improvements for the Village 
which would include establishing bike lanes, safe pedestrian crossings, and 
pedestrian amenities.  
 

COOP ERAT IO N AND SU P PORT   

The Village of Manchester strives to provide facilities to encourage health and 
fitness and respond to residents’ desires and interests. Demographic and 
recreation trends indicate an increase in the number of active mature adults as 
well as an increase in the popularity of exercise and fitness-related activities.  
 
Manchester should continue to develop and nurture partnerships with 
community groups, surrounding townships, and the schools for the recreational 
use of parks and recreation facilities.  
 
ADM INI S TRAT ION A ND OPERA TI ON  

A quality park system is dependent on the prudent use of available funds. 
Keeping park maintenance and upgrade project costs at a reasonable level while 
taking advantage of grants will be important to realize park projects. Financing 
the development of new facilities will have to be funded through grants, land 
donations, and alternative sources of funding, and will be dependent on the 
continuing support of the Manchester Village Council.  
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Goals and Objectives  
The Village of Manchester Parks Commission has formulated goals and 
objectives for the future of parks and recreation in the community. The goals 
and objectives are broad enough to encompass the needs expressed from the 
public, Village officials, and staff, as well as respond to the observed deficiencies 
in the recreation resources. They also consider demographics, current growth 
and forecasted development, the area’s physical resources, and recreation 
trends. 
 

The Village of Manchester should provide outdoor recreational 
opportunities for persons of all ages and all abilities that are clean, safe, 
functional, and attractive. 
 
The focus of parks and recreation in Manchester should continue to be 
on the maintenance and improvement of existing parks, as well as the 
development of the River Raisin greenway, the establishment of a 
community-wide bike/walk way network, the development of 
partnerships, and the effective administration of parks. 

 
1.  MAINTA IN A ND I MPR OV E E XI S TIN G P ARK S  

The continued maintenance and update of park facilities is important to the 
quality of parks and recreation in Manchester. Park facilities should be safe, 
functional, and well-maintained. This includes upgrading aging facilities, 
removing barriers to accessibility, improving and maintaining existing parks 
and Village properties.  
 

2.  PRO MOT E  AN D DEV EL O P A R IV ER RA I SI N  GR EE NWA Y   

Future land acquisition and parkland development should focus on a 
continuous River Raisin greenway. Current riverfront properties along the 
River should be developed to provide public access to the River, contact 
with nature, and opportunities for physical activity. This River Raisin 
greenway would serve recreation as well as ecological goals by protecting 
and enhancing riverfront habitat and biodiversity. 
 

3.  ENCOUR AG E TH E E ST AB LI SH M EN T OF A CO NT IN UOUS V I LL AG E-WID E  

BIK E/WA LK WA Y S Y ST E M  

The establishment of a network of bike and walk ways to form a continuous 
system tying parks, schools, neighborhoods, businesses, and community 
facilities is a continued priority for Manchester. This Village-wide system 
should be tied to the new complete streets policy for the Village of 
Manchester. Coordination with the Village Council and the Planning 
Commission will be necessary to develop and implement the system. 
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4.  CONTI NUE  TO  I MPR O V E PAR TN ERS HI P S AN D CO LL ABOR ATI ON  

WIT H OT HER CO M MUN I TY  GROUP S A ND RE CRE ATI O N PROV ID ER S  

The continued collaboration and coordination with the area community 
groups and recreation providers including Washtenaw County, the schools, 
civic groups, and business organizations, is important to maximize the area’s 
recreation potential. The Parks Commission should consider establishing a 
joint parks committee between the Village and adjacent townships for 
purposes of jointly coordinating and financing parks and recreation services.  
 

5.  PROV IDE FOR E FF ECT IV E  PAR K AD MIN I STRA TI O N AND FU NDI N G  

A quality parks system is dependent on available funds. Park improvements 
and operations have been funded through the Village Park and Recreation 
Fund which is limited to a proportion of the Village general fund. A means of 
generating revenues through grants and other means must continue to be a 
priority to provide for park capital improvement projects.  
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Action Program 
The action program details the manner in which the goals and objectives will be 
met. It includes a list of specific improvement projects as well as strategies for 
implementation. 
 

ACTION PLAN  

The following outlines a list of specific projects and actions which are 
recommended for accomplishment during the planning period. They are based 
on the needs identified in the previous section and by observation of the parks. 
 
1. MAINT A IN A ND UP GRAD E E XI S TIN G P ARK FAC IL I TI E S (AL L PAR K S) 

This includes replacing or repairing old equipment and facilities which are in 
a state of disrepair, are outdated, or dangerous. It also includes improving 
the appearance of the Village parks through appropriate landscaping and 
maintenance. All upgrades must meet safety and accessibility standards. 
Proposed actions include: 

 
 Remove/replace outdated play equipment; 

 Maintain safety surfaces under play structures to regulated depth and 
fall zones; 

 Refurbish parking area and walkway pavement surfaces as needed; 

 Replace/add park furnishings such as benches, trash receptacles, and 
other as needed; 

 Refurbish/replace park signs as needed; 

 Maintain buildings, structures, and picnic shelters in good condition 
with roof repair, exterior painting, and other; and 

 Remove dead trees and replace with tree/shrub plantings. 
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2. IM PROV E K IRK PARK  

Because of its current condition, Kirk Park is a high priority for future park 
improvements. Proposed actions include: 

 
 Remove tennis courts; 

 Expand the parking area; 

 Relocate and expand the basketball court to two courts; 

 Add parking and pave lower parking lot surface; 

 Provide sidewalks around the park connecting to activity areas and the 
Downtown; 

 Improve site drainage; 

 Improve baseball field fences and lighting; and 

 Add playground equipment considering younger kids. 

 

Figure 10. Kirk Park Action Plan 
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3. IM PROV E CHI BR O PAR K  

Chi Bro Park is centrally located in Manchester. It links to the public school 
properties and is adjacent to the riverfront Village property, M-52, and the 
abandoned railroad bed. Proposed improvements include: 

 
 Develop tennis courts in place of the paved area reserved for the ice 

skating rink; 

 Establish a pathway around the pond and connect to the school 
property with the school’s cooperation on the north side and to the 
planned share-use pathway along the abandoned railroad bed on the 
south side; and 

 Consider adding a new picnic shelter and area with utility services and 
grills. 

 

Figure 11. Chi Bro Park Action Plan 
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4. IM PROV E CARR PAR K  

Proposed improvements include: 
 

 Add accessible routes to activity areas with connection to Galloway 
Street; 

 Improve drainage in lower areas; and 

 Add playground equipment for younger kids. 

 
5. OTHER FUTUR E PAR K D EV E LO P MEN T S  

Other potential improvements include: 
 

 Consider the development of a bridge behind Village Hall connecting to 
land across the River with possible trails/walkways and river access for 
canoe/kayak and fishing, as well as a possible picnic area and 
playground equipment on the Village Hall property;  

 Consider the feasibility of developing a family community/recreation 
center including an indoor/outdoor pool and facilities for all ages; and 

 Consider developing a splash park, sledding hill, community gardens, 
and shuffleboard courts where feasible. 

 

6. ENCOUR AG E AND PRO MO TE TH E E STAB L IS H ME NT OF  A R IV ER  

RAI SIN GR EE NWA Y  

Work to acquire and develop park land and open spaces along the River 
Raisin as follows: 

 
 Develop the riverfront Village property by Chi Bro Park for a riverwalk 

with gathering area, picnic facilities, fishing pier, and canoe/kayak 
launch; 

 Continue to acquire and develop land for establishing a continuous 
riverwalk along both sides of the River Raisin (Figure 13, p.46); and 

 Renovate the Furnace Street bridge for pedestrian use (see Furnace 
Street Bridge Alternatives Study, 2004). 
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Figure 12. Illustrative Sketches of Riverfront Property Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Lisa DuRussel  
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Figure 13. Village-Wide Bike/Walk Way System Concept Plan 
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7. SUPP ORT AN D PAR TIC IPA T E IN  T HE E STA B LI SH M EN T O F T HE  

CO MMU NI TY-WI DE B IK E /WA LK WA Y S Y ST E M  

Work with the Village Council and Planning Commission to develop the 
multi-modal pathway system by developing missing links, providing 
connections, and adding complete streets features. Actions include: 
 
 Continue to refine the Village vision for an interconnected system of 

bike/walk ways as shown on the concept plan on Figure 13; 

 Support the development of the main Village loop with: 

 the planned shared-use pathway along the abandoned railroad bed 
corridor, excluding the bridge, and 

 the establishment of both pedestrian and bicycle facilities as 
needed and feasible along Macomb, Main, Adrian, Furnace, City, 
and Hibbard streets; 

 Upgrade the “Promoting Active Communities” assessment from the 
State Department of Community Health, the Governor’s Council on 
Physical Fitness, Sports, and Health, MSU, and the Prevention Research 
Center of Michigan;  

 Consider the feasibility of dedicating bike lanes along the Village 
primary arteries in accordance with the Village bike/walk way plan; 

 Provide safe pedestrian crossings with pedestrian signals and other 
safety features in accordance with the Village bike/walk way plan; and 

 Install site amenities along the bike/walk system including maps, 
benches, trash receptacles, mile markers, bike racks, and a way finding 
system. 

 
8. DEV E LO P  CO L LAB ORAT I ON AND PARTN ER SH IP S  

Continue to facilitate the use of Village parks by community groups 
including seniors, sports leagues, and others. Increase coordination and 
involvement with other area recreation providers and community groups 
such as the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, the Historical Society, the 
Wellness Coalition, and the Gateway Communities Initiative. Recommended 
actions include: 

 
 Continue to facilitate the use of facilities for area sports organization, 

public schools, civic groups, and others; and 

 Consider the establishment of an advisory committee between the City 
and adjacent townships for the purpose of jointly coordinating and 
financing parks and recreation services and forming a potential 
recreation authority. 
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9. PROV IDE FOR T H E E FF I C I ENT AD M IN IS TRAT IO N OF PARK S  

Financing development projects will have to be supported with grants and 
other sources of funding. 

 
 Continue to pursue state, federal, and other grants for park land 

acquisition and development. 

 

PROJECT SCHEDULE  

Table 14 lists the individual capital improvement projects along with the specific 
tasks to be accomplished, the project goal/objective reference, a cost estimate, 
and potential funding sources. In addition, a time frame for completion has 
been assigned. Short-term projects (ST) are recommended for completion 
within one to two years, medium-term (MT) within two to five years while long-
term projects (LT) may take longer to complete, within five to six years. There 
are also tasks that are on-going (OG). 
 
Table 14. Project Schedule  

Project/Tasks G
o

al
/O

b
je

ct
iv

e
s 

Cost  
Estimate Funding Source 

Time 
Frame 

General park upgrade/maintenance     

Refurbish safety surfaces under play 
structures as needed 

1 To be 
determined 

P & R Fund & 
volunteer 
effort 

OG 

Remove dead trees, grind stumps and 
replace/add plant materials in Chi Bro Park  

1 $2,500 P & R Fund & 
volunteer 
effort 

OG 

Add benches  at Chi Bro and Wurster Parks 1 $2,000 P & R Fund  ST 

Add historic lights and bench to Wurster 
Park gazebo 

1 $16,000 P & R Fund ST 

Add water source at Picnic shelters at Carr 
Park 

1 $2,000 P & R Fund  ST 

Repair roof and paint exterior of picnic 
shelters at Carr Park 

1 To be 
determined 

P & R Fund  & 
grants 

ST 
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Project/Tasks (Cont.) G
o

al
/O

b
je

ct
iv

e
s 

Cost  
Estimate Funding Source 

Time 
Frame 

Kirk Park     

Remove tennis courts, expand upper 
parking lot including storm water run-off 
improvement, resurface/expand basketball 
court, pave lower parking area, and 
provide accessible routes to activity areas 
and around the park 

2 To be 
determined 

P & R Fund  & 
grants 

ST 

Renovate ball fields, improve site drainage, 
repair fences, enhance bleacher areas, and 
add lights to the two fields 

2 To be 
determined 

P & R Fund  & 
grants 

ST 

Add play structure area (elements for 
toddlers) with pathway access and benches 

2 To be 
determined 

P & R Fund  & 
grants 

MT 

Chi-Bro Park     

Develop tennis courts, develop accessible 
routes to the park's activity areas, and 
establish pathway around the pond 
connected to School Complex 

3 $100,000 P & R Fund, 
Schools & 
grants 

ST 

Add a picnic shelter with electricity and 
water service, grills and picnic tables  

3 $38,000 P & R Fund  & 
grants 

MT 

Carr Park     

Add accessible routes to activity areas with 
connection to Galloway Street 

4 To be 
determined 

P & R Fund  & 
grants 

ST 

Add lights at volleyball courts 4 $5,000 P & R Fund  & 
grants 

ST 

Improve site drainage  4 $5,000 P & R Fund  & 
grants 

MT 

Add playground equipment for toddlers 4 $10,000 P & R Fund  & 
grants 

LT 

River Raisin Greenway     

Add accessible route to river with 
canoe/kayak launch, fishing pier, picnic 
shelter/area, and riverfront pathway/ 
boardwalk on Village riverfront properties 

6 To be 
determined 

P & R Fund  & 
grants 

ST 

Renovate Furnace Street Bridge for 
pedestrian use 

 6 To be 
determined 

P & R Fund  & 
grants 

LT 

P & R Fund: Park and Recreation Fund  
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES  

In order to accomplish the recommended actions during the next five years, it 
will be necessary to secure adequate funding. The current budget provides a 
limited amount of money for parks and recreation facilities. Therefore, the 
following strategies are recommended in order to proceed as planned. 
 
APPL Y FOR F EDER AL F UNDIN G  

At the federal level, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) funds 
Transportation Enhancement (TE) activities. To be eligible, a project must fall 
into one of the 12 TE activities and relate to surface transportation. A minimum 
20 percent local match is required for proposed projects and applications are 
accepted online on an on-going basis. Activities which may apply to the Village 
of Manchester include: 
 

 Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles including new or 
reconstructed sidewalks, walkways, curb ramps, bike lane striping, wide 
paved shoulders, bike parking, off-road trails, bike and pedestrian 
bridges, and underpasses; 

 Provision of safety and educational programs for pedestrians and 
bicyclists designed to encourage walking and bicycling; and 

 Acquisition, planning, designing and constructing abandoned railway 
corridors. 

 
APPL Y FOR STAT E FUN DIN G  

At the state level, the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) and the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) continue to be the primary funding 
sources for park land acquisition and development. The new Recreation 
Passport grant also offers some state funding to local units of government. 
 
The MNRTF provides funding for the purchase and development of park land for 
natural resource-based preservation and recreation.  
 
Grant proposals must include a local match of at least 25 percent of the total 
project cost. There is no minimum or maximum for acquisition projects. For 
development projects, the minimum funding request was $15,000 and the 
maximum was $300,000 in 2012. Applications are typically due April 1st.  
 
The LWCF is a federal appropriation to the National Park Service, which 
distributes funds to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment for development of outdoor recreation facilities. The focus of the 
program has recently been on trailway systems and other community recreation 
needs such as playgrounds, picnic areas, skate parks, ball fields, soccer fields, 
and walking paths. Minimum grant requests were $30,000 and maximum grant 
requests were $100,000 in 2012. The match percentage is 50 percent of the 
total project cost. Applications are typically due on April 1st.  
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The Recreation Passport grant program offers funding for the development of 
public recreation facilities for local units of government. Minimum grant 
requests were $7,500 and maximum requests were $45,000 in 2012. The local 
match obligation is 25 percent of the total project cost. Applications are usually 
due on April 1st as well. 
 
Other funding conducted in partnership with the MDNR is available through 
other state government divisions, such as the Fisheries Division (Inland Fisheries 
Grants) and the Forest Resources Division (Community Forestry Grants).  
 
The Inland Fisheries programs consider projects that enhance habitat and 
fisheries, riparian property for public fishing use, water quality, and ecology. 
While not currently offered for 2012-2013, they may become available in the 
future.  
 
Municipalities may use Community Forestry grants to develop a management 
plan for a municipal forest which would include a component targeting outreach 
to private landowners. Grant requests may be up to $20,000 depending on the 
project type and applications are usually due in the middle of the summer. 
Consumers Energy also offers tree planting grants for up to $3,000 to local 
municipalities in its coverage area.  
 
APPL Y FOR OT HER GRA NT FUNDI NG  

The Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission sponsors the 
Connecting Communities program, which provides funds to assist local 
communities in constructing non-motorized trails. About $600,000 a year 
through 2013 is available to communities for construction of non-motorized 
trail projects. Projects must be components of an existing or planned county 
greenway network, connect significant destinations, and meet other criteria. 
 
There are also a variety of smaller grant programs available for the 
establishment of greenways/pathways or greenway-related facilities such as 
Bikes Belong Coalition. The Bikes Belong Coalition is sponsored by members of 
the American Bicycle Industry. Their mission is to put more people on bikes 
more often. The program funds projects in three categories: facility, education, 
and capacity building. Requests for funding can be up to $10,000 for projects 
such as bike paths, trails, lanes, parking, and safe routes to school. Applications 
are reviewed on a quarterly basis.  
 
SE EK OT HER SOUR CE S OF FUND IN G  

The Village of Manchester should investigate additional sources of funding. 
Seeking donations, attracting sponsors, and seeking out other revenue sources 
are methods that should continue to be pursued aggressively to raise funding 
for park acquisition and development. In addition, the possible establishment of 
a recreation authority should be considered to increase the funding base for the 
construction and operation of park improvement projects. 
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PUBLIC INPUT STATEMENTS –  MARCH 1S T ,  2012  MEETING  

Group 1: 

Park Improvements: 

Canoe livery with access at the end of Union St. to village property close to downtown 
(i.e., Madison St.) 

Clean up Mill Pond - entry focus point to village 

Riverfront Village property developed with entertainment, canoe area, boardwalk 

Railroad bed improvement to shared-use trail with connecting bridge (ADA accessible) 

Community garden 

Kirk Park cared for: improved fencing and lighting, move tennis courts to Chi Bro 

County should put signage in Leonard Preserve 

Improved maintenance/clean up of parks (i.e., Chi Bro Park) 

Bathroom facilities available 

 

Should new parkland be acquired? 

Riverfront Village property  

Focus on what we have 

If opportunity knocks - take a look 

Connector bridge between DPW yard and River Bend Street 

Furnace Street Bridge area: pedestrian bridge and riverfront areas 

Protected pre-school park or area 

Dog park 

 

Should existing parks be expanded and redeveloped? 

Kirk Park - add parking 

Pavilions and grills 

Develop Recreation Authority to help run and fund 

More water and lighting sources 

501-C3 expansion of Unity expansion 

Permanent facility for Farmers Market - entertainment 

Rail bike/walk trail be linear park and handicap accessible 

Connect trails to schools, boardwalk on river (expand Chi Bro Park) 

 

What should be the focus of parks and recreation in Manchester? 

Serving diverse needs 

Exercise 

Community appreciation of what we have 

Protect the river 

Healthy living 

Community gatherings 

Connecting our community (village to townships) 

Enhance our community appearance 

Economic impact of recreation options 

Honor our past- Historic impact awareness of our past - educate 

 

Where would you like to walk or bike? 

Along M-52 

To and from schools 

Natural areas 
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Away from traffic 

Leonard Preserve to Main Street via Oakgrove Cemetery 

Trails to connect riverfront, schools, Main St., natural areas, retail 

Where parking is convenient 

Sidewalks that connect 

Under the Main St. bridge 

 

Any other ideas? 

Parks plan must reference Gateway Initiative: 
Fitness training stations along trails 
Tie trail not public art 
Parks plan must reference River Raisin Recreation Area and Michigan Wellness 
Coalition 

 

Group 2: 

Renovate Kirk Park 

Tennis courts - move from Kirk to Chi Bro park or Alumni Field 

Baseball fields - drainage issues 

Activities for young kids 

Additional basketball courts 

Support and develop rail to trail 

Improve drainage in lower parts of Carr Park 

Study use before investing money on pedestrian bridge for the rail to trail 

River access for fishing, canoeing, etc. 

River access at new village property on M-52 (Riverfront Village property) 

Establish walkway around Chi Bro pond 

School to develop area it owns around Chi Bro pond 

Community pool/recreation center 

Dog park or area 

family friendly activities 

Recreation facility for all ages 

Make Kirk park's baseball fields regulation size 

Shuffleboards at Carr Park 

Eliminate slide at Carr Park 

Restrooms at Carr Park terrible 

Stabilize ground at Kirk Park under tennis and basketball courts only 

Chelsea Wellness Center not big enough 

Make sidewalks more complete 

Would like to bike to the Leonard Preserve 

River boardwalk with fishing pier (river level) 

Bridge to connect village offices with land across the river with possible boardwalk to 
be a destination for walkways 

 

Group 3 

Fences at Kirk Ball diamonds 

Chi Bro pond cleaned for fishing 

Riverfront property portage and fishing 

Tennis courts at and volley ball courts switch from Kirk to Chi Bro Park Ice skate park 

New riverfront property - picnic tables 

Property on river acreage from village hall and DPW 

Dock on river behind Dairy Queen 
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Clean river 

No more property off of tax rolls 

Better access to Leonard Preserve 

Add … park land 

Boardwalk 116 property 

Boardwalk from furnace St. bridge to Main St. 

Auburn St. /River Bend St. walk bridge and boardwalk 

Boardwalk on both sides of river Main St, new riverfront property, and old Knight of 
Columbus Hall 

Connect all parks 

More sidewalks - healthy communities 

Sidewalks around Kirk Park 

Dog Park 

Skate park or something for young people 

Cross-country skiing 

Water park 

Sledding hill 

Exercise stations/fitness trail 

Repair/replace fence around Carr Park 

Rail to trail new parallel park 

Sidewalk handicap road access at intersections 

Restrooms and drinking fountains 

Swimming in front of Village Hall - sand beach? 

Band Shell at Carr Park 




