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APPROVED MINUTES 

MANCHESTER VILLAGE COUNCIL 
January 3rd, 2023 

VILLAGE ROOM-VILLAGE HALL 
7:00 PM    

 
President Vailliencourt called the regular meeting of the Manchester Village 

Council to order at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Council members 
present: Vailliencourt, Chartrand, Dresch, Harvey, Woods and Way. Council members 
absent: DuRussel. Also present were: Manager Sessions; Clerk Schaible; Brent Jones 
(DPW); Laurie Brewis and William Brinkman (Manchester Village Planning Commission). 

The minutes of the December 19th, 2022 regular meeting were approved on a 
motion by Dresch, seconded by Way.  
 
AGENDA – The agenda was approved as amended: adding New Business E) Deere 
Electric; F) Seniors Update; and G) Township Recycle Bins Update and deleting 
Committee Reports: A) Sheriff; B) Parks; C) Planning Commission; D) DDA; E) Healthy 
Communities / Wellness Coalition; F) Manchester Community Joint Planning 
Commission; G) Building Committee; H) Personnel Committee; I) Finance Committee 
on a motion by Woods, seconded by Dresch. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- None 
 
SPECIAL SESSION CITY STATUS- Sessions reported that the City Charter draft will be 
reviewed with Atty. Lucas and with the public at the January 26th meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
JOINT PARKS AND REC PLAN RESOLUTION- A motion was made by Dresch, seconded 
by Woods, that Resolution No. 23-0103, 2023-2027 Joint Manchester Parks & Recreation 
Plan be adopted.  Roll call vote: ayes-all. Motion passed. 
SIGN ORDINANCE-Sessions presented the revised ordinance and highlighted the changes 
from previous ordinances. Brewis reported that the Planning Commission had put in much 
effort to make it compliant with the Supreme Court ruling regarding content neutrality. She 
noted that State law does not allow for any exceptions to that concept.  Council discussed 
and rejected language in the ordinance that would not be defensible or enforceable. After 
some discussion, Vailliencourt asked that council members forward specific concerns and 
questions to Sessions for further review. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
MARIHUANA RECREATIONAL AND MEDICAL FACILITY APPLICATIONS- Sessions 
presented the applications for medical and recreational marihuana permits. He highlighted 
the $5,000 fee and explained the provisional permit process.  It was suggested that parcel 
numbers, applicant signature and approval signatures be added to the form.  A motion was 
made by Dresch, seconded by Chartrand, that the applications and fees be approved as 
amended.  Roll call vote; ayes-all.  Motion carried. 
VILLAGE HALL FURNACE-Sessions reported that water pipes had frozen and burst in the 
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garage area at the Village Hall. He presented a quote from RG Wahl-Roehm to install a 
Lenox 150,000 BTU heater. Jones confirmed that temperatures in that area would be kept 
around 50 degrees. A motion was made by Way, seconded by Harvey, that the quote be 
accepted in the amount of $3,438.85.  Roll call vote: ayes-all.  Motion passed.  
WINTER NEWSLETTER- Council suggested edits and ok’d for distribution. 
DEERE ELECTRIC QUOTE-Sessions and Jones reported that the water tower aviation light 
had shorted out.  It was repaired as an emergency by Deere Electric at a cost of $1,200.  
Deere Electric has recommended a rewiring project to further protect the light’s operation.  
A motion was made by Dresch, seconded by Way, that the project and the emergency call 
charge be approved at a total cost of $3,675. Roll call vote; ayes-all.  Motion carried. 
SENIORS UPDATE- Vailliencourt reported that she and Sessions had met with Washtenaw 
County Administrator Greg Dill and Washtenaw County Director of Community 
Development Andrew Deleauw to discuss the Manchester Area Seniors and their inclusion 
in the County programs. The County administration agreed to $10,000 of short-term 
emergency funding and suggested other programs that may be applicable. Vailliencourt 
also reported that Manchester, Bridgewater and Sharon Township have pledged varying 
levels of support for the Senior Citizens Council.  
RECYCLE BINS UPDATE- Vailliencourt reviewed the previous concerns regarding the 
Township recycling bins at the Township Hall. She reported that Supervisor Milkey had 
responded and had asked about Village owned property on Parr Road for the bins.  Council 
determined that the lack of visibility and difficulty in monitoring at that location eliminates it 
from consideration. Sessions will email Milkey and ask that other options be pursued. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE- Council acknowledged the following correspondence: 

• Minutes of the Village Planning Commission meeting held December 14th, 2022. 
• Minutes of the Charter Commission meeting held December 15, 2022. 
• Minutes of the Charter Commission meeting held December 29, 2022. 
• Manchester Township minutes from their November 2022 meeting. 
• Manchester Township meeting minutes from their November 2022 special workshop. 

 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE – Council reviewed the payables lists. A motion was made by  
Dresch, seconded by Way, that the list dated 01/03/2023 totaling $46,439.30 be 
approved. Roll call vote: ayes-all.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORTS- 
DPW REPORT- Jones presented his report.  He also reported that a lead water service had 
been replaced today and another one would be replaced tomorrow. 
MANAGER- Sessions reported that the Village has been approved to apply for a Dam 
Reduction Grant. He also reported the Anthony Frey has objected to the visit that was agreed 
to at the last court hearing.  Sessions will seek to recoup the legal fees and costs of this 
process, perhaps as a lien on the property.  Sessions also reported that he will attempt to 
contact Cathy Dean and that the County will not be doing lead in water tests in the Village this 
quarter. Sessions noted that the 2023/2024 budget will begin to be developed at the 
administrative level and a potential goals survey will be presented at a future Council meeting. 
  
There being no further business, Vailliencourt adjourned the meeting at 9:00pm. 

Julie Schaible, Village Clerk 


